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COVER STORY: Ontario Nurse, Rene M. Caisse,
commemorated for her work in natural medicine.

One ofthe most contro-
versial figures in the early his-
tory of "natural therapies" in
Ontario was Rene M. Caisse, a
nurse, who while working with
native Indians- discovered a
herbal tea formula now known
as Essiac@ (Caisse spelled
bacll/ards). Caisse who died
in Bracebridge at the age of 90
in 1978, was honoured with a
bronze statue sculpted by
Brenda Wainman coulet. The
statue is a gift to Bmcebridge
as part ofthe town's 125th An
niversarjr celeb.ations by Assri"c
Canada Intenattonal ard co177

memorates Caisse's work in
natural medicine.

The memorial was un
veiled last November in a civic
ceremony and brought together
many local dignita es, most
notably, Stan Darling, the
former MP for Muskoka Hali
burton, who once delivered a
5,O0O signed petition to Health
Canada in the early 1970's to
make ,ssri?.@ Iegally available
to Canadians. Despite the nu-
merous testimonials, the gov
ernment and medical establish
ment at the time concluded that
the product had no heaith ben-
efits. Other notables present
included David Schliech, Presi
dent ofthe Canadtan College of
Natut opathic Medicine (CCN:La\,
the Mayor of Bracebddge, Mr.
Scott Northmore and Mr. T. P.
Maloney, the President of Essri"c
Canada Inte matbnal The evel].t
was co ordinated by Ken Veitch,
the townb Special Events ad
ministrator. Another statue of
Rene M- Caisse. identical to the
one in Bracebridge will also
grace the grounds of CCNM.

The town of Brace-
bridge is not the only benefici-
ary of Essilzc International's
philanthropic endeavours.
Thanks to the company's gen
erosity, CCNM in Toronto has

built up one of the most pre
eminent botanical libraries fea-
tuing both pint and eiect.onic
medium. The $250,000 -,ssrizc
Botanibal Li,brary is h fact, t}le
largest collection of its kind in
Canada. Other prcjects under-
way at the College include the
Rene M. Cakse Memonal Bo-
tani.zl Gec"hot,..c ,Ihe 50 x
40 foot geeniouse will be en

closed so that it can be used
year round as a teaching facil-
ity. Students will not only be
able to grow their own herbs, but
they {.i11 a.lso be able to manu-
facture their own tinctures,
decoctions and salves. "We are
currently waiting for approval
for the proper permits from the
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fall. unveiling cerenony at Bracebtidge. Left b ighl: David schliech,

Beside tl\e T.P t ataney, Stan Darlins.

the four year CCNM prcgamme.
The College budget also grew
from $1.7 million to $10 million
during the sarne period. CCNM
recently received tull accredita
tion by the Council on Natulo
pathlc Medical Education
(CtvMEl l]]aklirA it easiet to at
tract American students as the
school is on par with their US
counterparts, Bastyr Uniuel
sitg, tlle National Co ege of
Naturopathic Medicine ar'd
Southuest College o/ Naturo
pathic Mediclne and Health
,Sczerces. Recent provincial
legislation giving degree grant-
ing status to private univ€rsities
is expected to attract even more

For Mr. T.P. Maloney,
the tuture ofboth CCNM and his
company iooks bnArrt. Essitz&
is now sold in over 24 count.ies
and Rene Caisse, the northern
Ontano nurse who started it all,
is now kno$.n to a new genera-
tion of health professionals and
patients worldwide. "Zssri2ao
has been helping people since
1922," sal's Maloney. "My hope
is that all these efforts $rill con
tinue get both ND's and MD's
working together to do what
mattem mosi restore the health , { [
of the,r patients. ' A Y

For information oh

GTA and we
hope to have
tle greenhouse
built before the

Schliech. The
greenhouse
complements
tl.e Rene M.

garden and the greenhouse,
Essiac International is also
filnding$75,000 for the -Reze7,
Azisse Memonal Chair at CCNM
which will be established in
2002. As we[, a proposed case
history research study on
breast cancer using ,ssri,,c is
also beingplanned. "This study
is er.pected to lay the gound-
work for a future proposed in-
depth clinical tria1," states
Schleich.

These new additions
and prcgrarnmes to the Colege's
176,000 square foot facility
come in the nick of time. In
1996 CCNM had 150 students,
now tiere are 542 enroled in

CCNM and their programmes,
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