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Woman wants her cancer remedy test d

An 88-year-old B race-
bridge woman says she isn’t
going to die without trans-
|fmxttmg the ingredients of a
secret remedy she helieves
thelps cancer patients.

Rene Caisse has kept the
Indian recipe secret for 55
years  because she feared
revealing what was in it
would discredit it.

“I've left it to an organ-

ization that will work with
it,” the former nurse told
The Star. “I'm getting old
—no, I am old — and any-
thing could happen fo me,
so I'm making a last effort

to have it recognized.”

. She would not name the
organization, *

The purported. remedy is
Essiac — her name spelled
backwards.  Miss Caisse’s

- story and the history of her

formula are detailed in the
current issue of Homemak-
er’s magazine,

“It’s worked,”” she said in
reference to the story,
which concludes that Essiac
should be scientifically test-
ed before the formula is lost
forever. ‘I’m getting lots of
reaction .from the medical
profession and that’s what I

wanted. 2

'Over the years, the recipe
has been investigated a
number of times but could
never be tested conclusively

because  doctors did' not:

know what it contained.
The most recent profes-
sional testing of Miss
Caisse's remedy was last
year when she sent samples

1o New, York to be tested at

the Sloan-Kettering Cancer
Centre. She stopped co-oper-

afing when she found the

centre was testing Essiac

. only on animal tumors,

Dr. Robert Taylor, execu-
tive director of the National

Cancer Institute of Canada,

said in an interview he re-
gretted Miss Caisse’s deci-
sion to keep her formula se-
¢ret because this 'made ‘it

condicet trials npeeple‘%
“it'is too bad but We/sgm-
ply cé{nnot approve’ the pse, |
in patief tf of an uaklhown -
substance!%/7)4:
Taylor said staff mem-
bers at Sloan-Kettering told
him ‘the animal tests had
not looked encouraging but |
that they wene not conclu- i
sive. i
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