Caisse memorabilia at Chamber

by Elene Freer

Rene M. Caisse’s life and work is being
permanently recognized with an exhibi-
tion room at Woodchester Villa, a com-
munity-based museum located in Brace-
bridge.

Some of the artifacts Rene used during
her practice, however, are currently on
display at the Bracebridge Chamber of
Commerce at the Bird Mill Mews.

Among some of the objects on display
are the enamel pol Rene used to make
Essiac, along with the small coffee grinder
which ground the sheep sorrel, burdock
root, slippery elm bark and Turkish rhu-
barb root, which formed the basis of Es-
siac. Ampoules filled with Essiac, a pro-

test button demanding the use of Essiac
as a treatment for cancer, the sign from
her clinic, and other memorabilia are also
exhibited.

To date, $3,259 in private donations
have been contributed to the development
of the exhibition room at Woodchester
Villa while fundraising projects by the
Society have added another $2,905. Grant
applications have been submitted which
will supplement the fund by an additional
$8,000.

The final stage of the exhibition room
has not been finished. The refurbishing of
the exhibition room was completed by
Don Pogue, who volunteered his labour
to patch walls, hang doors, repair windows
and paint. Existing display cases and the

tiled floor were refinished.

A brochure outlining the Society’s plans
for the exhibition and background infor-
mation about Rene Caisse, combined with
a contribution form was developed,
printed and distributed. So far, expendi-
tures for the exhibition, which include fun-
draising expenses, total $5,101.48.

Over the winter and spring, the Brace-
bridge Historical Society will implement
the next phase of designing and installing
the permanent exhibition.

If you would like to contribute, by vol-
unteering, making a financial contribution,
or by donating iterns used iy Rene in her
private or professional life, pleasg call the
Bracebridge Historical Socfety at:(705)
645-8111. 5 LAHAY i
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BILL GLENNIE is seen standing next to the display of Rene merce. The display has been organized by the Bracebridge
Caisse memorabilia at the Bracebridge Chamber of Com- Historical Society. Photo by Elene Freer



