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RENE CAISSE DISPLAY. The Bracebridge
ety in conjunction with the Town of Bracebridge kicked off
a campaign to raise money towards a Rene Caisse room

Histo

rical Soci-

that will be inside Woodchester Villa. Councillor Scott

Northmore, Alice De La Plante, of the Historical Society, film
maker John Newton and Town Clerk Ken Veitch were at the
Chapel Gallery for the campaign launch.
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Room at Villa to honour Rene Caisse

by Kimberly Hicks

Sixteen years after Bracebridge nurse
Rene M. Caisse passed away, a fundrais-
ing effort is under way to acknowledge
her lifetime commitment to Essiac.

She believed the herbal tea, developed
from an old native recipe, possessed
healing properties that could fight can-
cer.
The Bracebridge Historical Society,
with the support of the Town of Brace-
bridge, kicked off a fundraising campaign
Thursday evening, to create a memorial
for Mrs. Caisse inside historic Woodch-
ester Villa,

Town clerk Ken Veitch told the audi-
ence at the Chapel Gallery that he started
a historic file on Mrs. Caisse by gather-
ing bits of information over the years.

“I see Rene’s effort being recognized
in two ways: on display, by a plaque on
the Lee, Roche and Kelly building (where
she treated hundreds of patients) and by
(establishing a) room in Woodchester
Villa, remembering Rene,” said Veitch,
' Family and friends of Mrs. Caisse have
donated documents and personal items

for the room to be displayed on a perma-
nent basis when sufficient funds are
raised.

Speaking on behalf of the mayor of
Bracebridge, councillor Scott Northmore
said the Town is grateful to have such a
person in their history books. Northmore
read a passage from Gary Glum’s book,
Calling of an Angel, that referred to
Caisse as being the happiest when she
was in her cancer clinic helping patients.

Rosseau author Sheila Snow, who
released The Essence of Essiac in April
1993, attended the campaign launch to
show her support for a memorial room
for the woman who inspired her.

The historical society showed a film
produced in 1978 by John Newton of Port
Carling. He was inspired by her story and
Caisse’s remarkable efforts to legitimize
essiac,

“She took on the biggest and most
powerful men in the country. There was
a lot of stress while she was doing this
and it brought out an aggressive deter-
mination that inspired me.”

The film portrayed Mrs. Caisse as a
young Bracebridge-born woman who,
while nursing an 81 year-old woman in
Haileybury, Ont., learned about an indian
herbal tea remedy.

Mrs. Caisse refined the recipe and
embarked on a 50 year battle to have
Essiac recognized as a cure for cancer.

With the support of Town council she
opened a clinic in the former British Lion
Hotel on Dominion Street in 1935,
through to 1942, when the government
threatened to arrest her.

That was after she took the cause to
legitimize Essiac before the Canadian
legislature, along with a petition complete
with 50,000 names. It was three votes
short of legalization.

Caisse devoted her life to Essiac and
Bracebridge is recognizing her achieve-
ments.

The historical society has long term
plans to have a bust of Rene Caisse
sculpted and a day dedicated to her
memory,

Donations can be made to the histori-
cal society.



Bracebridoe Historical Society

P.0O. BOX 2231
BRACEBRIDGE, ONTARIO
POB 1CO

THE RENE M. CAISSE MEMORIAL ROOM
OFFICIAL LAUNCH
ON THE OCCASION OF HER 106th BIRTHDAY
AUGUST 11, 1994

7pm
The Chapel Gallery

AGENDA

Welcome by Alice De La Plante, Chairperson of Rene M. Caisse
Memorial Committee.

Remarks by Ken Veitch, Clerk, Town of Bracebridge and Scott
Northmore, Councillor.

Presentation of the Rene M. Caisse Memorial Committee’s Plans.
Film Presentation about Rene M. Caisse.
Viewing of the sample memorabilia belonging to Rene M. Caisse.

Tour future site of the Rene M. Calisse Memorial Room at
Woodchester Villa until 9pm.



The Rene M. Caisse Memorial Committee is currently developing long

term plans in order to fully research

the life and work of Rene

Caisse and to install an exhibition room at Woodchester Villa which

will tell her story.

The following list indicates some of the areas in which money will

be raised and how it will be spent.

A detailed budget is being

compiled and will be available shortly.

REVENUE

Private Donations
Grants

Fund Raising Projects
Special Events
Donations In Kind

EXPENDITURES

A: Information Gathering
Researcher
Bibliographer
Equipment & supplies
Travel
Telephone (long distance)

Exhibition Room
Cablinetry
Signage
Lighting
Environmental equipment
Painting & decorating
Display/design

B:

C: Brochures/Literature/Handouts
Writing
Design & editing
Printing

D:Administration
Office supplies
Telephone
Postage
Publicity & advertisements

E: Special Projects
Bust/sculpture
Historic plaques
Rene M. Caisse Day
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