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Caisse
memorial
Conl. from poge l

her life and work look a giant slcp
forward last Wcdnesday wilh the
unveiling of a plaque on the
building whcrc shc built her
repuation. The Lee buildiflg, which
houses prcfcssjonal offices and
aparhents was lhe bankupt Briiish
Lion Hotcl when Bracebridge
officials helped Caisse sct up her
cancer clinic in the 1930s.

HeI wo* and resulling famc drew
cancer patients and their familics
from as far away as the sou$ern
Uflited Starcs and from as near as
Bracebridge and iis outskirls.

Among fio score of people at fie
unveiliog were her Ioog-lime
associarc Mary McPherson and
somc of her surviving relativcs,
including brolher and sister Don
Mcviuie and Jackie Poland. whose
mother was Caisse's niece, MargaJel
Gordon, herself a niece, Gordon's
daughter. Sandra Askin, and
Mcvilde's daughlcr, Carol and her
daughler, Emma. a grear-grcar-greal
niece.

Also altending w s one of hcr
mosl vocalsupporters, Dave Molfat
of washago, who has bern lobbying
the town to do somcthing to
remember Caissc's contribulions.
Moffatt has said Essiac curcd both
his wi[c and molhcr in-law of

Mayor Jim Lang callcd the
dedicadon oi thc plaquc "a long'

He told fte small gathering $e
Brilish Lion had been a thriving
eslatilishmcnt in fic I920s undl ihe
town vorcd 10 go dry," and its salcs
of spirits wcrc halrcd. Thc inn then
fell on hard limcs and was larcr
takcn ovcr by fie town ior its lax
arrears, thus rnaking ir available
when Lhe councill()ls ol $e day were
looking for a placc lbr Caissc to set
up her clinic.

"Hundrcds il not thousrnds ol
people..-passcd through thcsc
doors," Lang said- He callcd hcr a
"local heroinc" and said fic cooncil
of the day descrlcd crcdil for
assisling hcr work.

Caisse was oificially put out of
business in the 1940s whcn she
refused 1o divulge $c sccrct ol
Essiac to a royal commission on
cancer. Shc said she leared her
remedy would lall inro the hands o[
tho large drug companies which
coLrld cha.ge handsomc sums fur $c
cure she lrequently gavo away.

But shc was wcll on her way to
ofticial rccognition in 1978 when
the town gave her a 90lh birthday
parly ar Ccntennial Ccnlre where,
Lang said, lhc lcstimonials wero
"heart-rend ing. '

"This is lust fio beginninS,"
Lang said, noting work was about
lo begin on a campaign to raise
funds tor n room rl woodchcster
Villa 1() commcmorutc her work.

And documcnls she left behind
arc to be Put on display al the
Bracebridge Public Library.

Mcvit[io spoke ofl b€hal[ of the
family and Caissc's heirs.

"wc would likc to thank thc
town very much lor the
recogniuon," he said.

Then lurning to McPherson,
Mcvitlic said she descrved most of
the credit for kecping Caisse's work
alive.

"l did only what anyone would
do," McPhorson replied. "Shc saved
my molher and my husband."

Campaign launch
The campaign to begin the

fundraising drive io cshblish the
Renc M. Caisse Memorial Room al
woodchester villa is set{or ? p.m..
Aug. 11, Caisse's l06lh birthday.

The cvrnr ar nerrbv ChaDel
crttery, +5 M usko{aa(y'.sourh, is
ro lecrurc an 4&IltJY,by cnolhcr
heliever xnd locdl historv bufl.
clerk-administrator Ken Veirch.

For funhei iniormation, conlact
$o Bmcebridgc Historical Society at
645- 8111.


