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Washago man hoping
for Caisse memorial

by Bryan Dearsley

A Washago man has approached the
Town of Bracebridge with a proposal to
create a museum in honour of the com-
munity’s most famous benefactor, Rene
Caisse.

Dave Moffat, who has stated both his
wife and mother-in-law were cured by
following a natural remedy promoted by
Caisse called Essiac, wants to see Brace-
bridge properly acknowledge the work of
this remarkable woman.

“T want to bring out everything I can
about Rene,” said Moffat, 69. “I want to
see a museum, with her artifacts in there.
She deserves the recognition for the good
she has done for so many people.”

Moffat spoke to Bracebridge Council
about his proposal last Wednesday night
and received an enthusiastic response.
A meeting is being set up for Moffat to
discuss his ideas with the Bracebridge
Historical Society.

Rene Caisse spent most of her life
promoting a natural cure for cancer --
which she later called Essiac, her name
spelled backwards -- which she had
learned from native people while serving
as a nurse in northern Ontario.

Moffat’s first experience with the
herbal tea Essiac came about after his
wife, Reta, had been diagnosed with skin
cancer in 1989.

She had several minor operations to
remove the cancer, but it continued to
spread. She was introduced to Essiac by
a doctor who dealt in natural remedies,
and after initial misgivings began to take
it as a herbal tea.

“She went back two months later and
was told the cancer had gone,” said
Moffat. “This was confirmed by her own
doctor later, although Reta couldn’t tell
him she’d been taking Essiac.”

At about the same time, Reta’s mother
had also been diagnosed as having can-
cerous growths on her arms and her
waist,

According to Moffat, she refused to try
the herbal tea his wife had taken.

However, after several unsuccessful
operations, she finally gave into the fact
her daughter had been cured of cancer
by a natural treatment.

Two and a half months later, a visit
to the Princess margaret Hospital con-
firmed the treatment had worked — there
was no sign of the cancer which doctors
had quite clearly indicated were unstop-
pable.

“Basically, the four herbs it's made
from work as a blood cleanser,” said
Moffat. _“’Dgr_ggre many cases I can tell

you about, of people who turned to Rene’s
formula after being diagnosed with can-
cer and who now lead normal, healthy
lives.”

The problem today, as when Caisse
was still around to champion Essiac, was
the opposition from the medical profes-
sion and the drug industry.

“There are a lot of doctors who secretly
support this treatment,” he said. “T've met
some of them. But they can’t admit it or
they’d come under severe criticism, and
maybe even lose their license.”

“The only claim Rene ever made was
that Essiac would cause remission in
some cancer cases, and would reduce
pain.. It was the people she gave it to that
have said it was a cancer cure.”

Moffat is very critical of people who
have attempted to cash in on Caisse’s
treatment.

He would rather see any beneficiaries
of the treatment make donations to the
memorial fund he’s trying to get estab-
lished.

“Pm really heated up about it,” he said.
“T feel this has got to be done. We can’t
afford to forget about Réne, and what she
has done for so many people.”

“There’s more to this than meets the
eye. It's miraculous — and the more people

that come to know about it, the better.”

An invaluable source book about
Essiac has been written by Sheila Snow.
Called “The Essence of Essiac”, the book
outlines the main ingredients found in
Caisse’s treatment, and how they can be
used. It’s available from Scott’s of
Muskoka in Bracebridge and The Book
Store in Gravenhurst.

Another good source of information is
a reprint of an interview with Rene Caisse
conducted by publisher Ted Britton. This
is available from the offices of the Grav-
enhurst Banner and the Bracebridge
Examiner.



