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'Nurse treoted concer with herbs
i: A requium mas will be
said today in Bmcebridge

.for R€ne€ Caisse, a regis-
rcr€d nuIse who became the
cerdre of a medical c{rtm-
',versy with her claim that an
,Indrar.,herbal formula given
.ro her ..t6 yearq,aga ;odd

iry in
!!€morial Ed
oomplcatio s
:Elal weelis ago.- The

rhe Ie&ral Miruflry of gave litlle thought to the
Health and Wellare Save ;ebedy until rwo lEars laler
pcrmission to Respirtn Corp. wben her aunr was tu the
ot Toronto m l€st the reme- frnal sBSes of Carcer,
dv on humans. Dr. P. B. She couected the herb6,
liFard, chaiman of the whiclt are native to Ontario
company and Progresslve and treated her aunt, who
Conservative member of lved another m years, Mrs.

lerbat remedy, ;hl
named Essiac (her sr
spelled backiard),
back morc than 40 yeals i

. in lAla ir Fr.hed rhe flmr
the ontario Legklature.

MIs, Caisse r€fus€d lo
'Evsl thc fnm"l, lh6
rlinless the olltario' commie
sion Ior tlr€ Investigatiob of
Cancer Remedies recog-
nized its nterit and Suaran-
teed that it would be used on

A pnvate member's blllto
permit her Lo 9ractjce medi-
cine was inlrnduc€d i[ the
Legislature bur rcjected by
ahe pnvate bills committee
on the grourds ihat it would
endorse'tt@ tr€atment as an

Later an act was passed
requiring anyone treatirg
cancer ln tha pmvince to
submia , the lormula and

h lm e cafter commis-
sion report said thar evi-
dence gilen at ih€ hearinss
did not justify any favorable
conclusion on the merits of
Essiac,' Tests on animals in the
Brusch Medical Centre in
Cambndge, Mass., and the
Memorial Sloan-KetterlDg
Cancer Centre in New Yort
rrere inconclusive. She re-
fus€d an offer by Sir Fred6
rick hndng, the ccdls4ov-
ere. of insulin, to work with
him b€cause she sad the
offer would mon she would
have to gire up r€aiing
patier6 during the tesr.

ln Jme, 1977, MIs. Csisse
annoBced that after keeE
ing the formuta secret l0r 56
,.eam she had rEvealed it to .

an organization she r€fus€d
to name and hoDed that it
would tltimately be made
available to "suffering
humanity."

T1l,g months later sIe
Save lhe formula in trust to
Lieutenant-Govemor Pau-
line Mccibbon in a sbal€d


