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ancer victim
wants right to
herbal ‘cure’ wl

By PETER YOUNG sooner give Essiac a whirl. N
Staff Writer It’s an herbal tea first used -
The government wants by Indians around Tim-
“to help Sherry Bates live. mins and “discovered”’ by .
Even if it means killing Rene Caisse, an 89-yearold -
her in the process. . registered nurse in Brace- — —
That’s the way Bates, a bridge who has turned
cancer victim, sees the down offers of $200,000 for
federal government’s the tea’s formula.

refusal to let her try The government has
.Essiac, an herbal “cure” threatened Caisse with
for cancer that has been prosecution if she dis-

wrapped in controversy for . penses the tea.

40 years. But Bates is part of a

Bates, 39, a businesswo- growing groundswell of
man, underwent breast Ontario residents who feel
surgery for cancer in Jan- they have nothing to lose
uary. Now she faces the by trying Essiac.

usual route of more sur- Residents like Frances
gery, radiation treatments Reid, 53, of Bradford,
and gulping ‘‘cocktails” of whose 67-year-old husband

high powered drugs. is terminally ill with can-

The trouble is, Bates cer. '

isn’t impressed by the “I'd like to get the bloody

medical fraternity’s cure government moving on |

rate using these methods. this,” Reid said last night

Like other people, she’d in a phone call.

. ‘T've talked until I can’t |
talk anymore,” says Reid.
All they tell me is that they
have to know the ingre- |
dients to legalize the use of
Essiae.”

Meanwhile, Bates is '
manning a phone she calls |
Cancer Line. She’s placed -
a two-inch newspaper ad
inviting inquiries about
Essiac and the response in | .
the last three weeks has -~
been ‘“‘phenomenal” she
says. |

“If I can get my people | .
together, we’ll go to .
Ottawa and camp outside
the House of Commons."”
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