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THE GREAT FIRE OF 1922

Haileybury ruins following the Gredt Fire of 1922. P hlic School inforeground. Catholic Church in background.

rf[is editcn offne He ntage Dispatch hx b..n timely printed to coincide with the 75th Anniversary of"The creatI Fire of October 4th, Iq22." On that horrilj/ing day, in wfuch 18 townships bumed, both in the Dstrict of
Temiskarning ard in tie Province of Quebec, the liv€s of 1 ,744 families were permanently chaflged. Forty-thrce people perished
in the infemo, eleven losing their Iives in Haileybury. For the survivors ofthis tenible conflagration, the honor ofthat day will
always remain pennantely etched in the mernory. So horrendous was the devastation following The Great Fire of I 922 that it later
becarne recognized as one ofCanada's ten wo6t disasters.

The 75tl Anfliversary Committee in conjunction witlr The Haileybury Heritage Museum, has for the last year, been
organizing celebrations in cornmemoration ofThe Great Fire. This four-day event, slated for the weekend ofoctober 2-5; 1997,
plans to bring together survivors fiorn not o y tie Terniskaning Dstrict but across Canada and the Unit€d States. The event will
no doubt rekindle old acquaintances but will also spawn new friendships fc,r many ofthe hundreds ofexpe€ted atteldies.

It is with great horcur tld the br.rlk ofthis publicaion be filled with may stdies ard recoll€ctiorN by survivors. Although
Tte Great Firc of 1922 did obliterate g0% ofthe Town ofHaileybury, it's path ofdeshuction atrected all ihose living inour
immediate area Fo tlis reac,r,Ihe Heitage Disrytch will reflect memories ofThe Great Fire as seen through tJp eyey gf many
who lived in this area of South Temiskaming. a ttn*

Briar Dobbs
Editot, The He i nge Ds patch



IIAILEYBT]RY' S GREAT FIRX,

Written by Shamon Drainville, Grade 6 Haileybury Public School stu&nt,
Speech prepared for H.P.S. Public Speaking Contest February 1997-

f'-ln Ocmber 4th. 1922. somerhiog terrible happened in Haileybury- People lost their hornes ard almost everything
\ulwas destrcryed M-dry pecpl€ died and some were injured. What was this terrible event? This was the destruction

wrought by Harleybury's Great Fire.
Fanners were pennitted to bum brush but the fall was very hot and dry. Fanned by a str@g west witrd, these small fires

became one big fre which would eveflhrally cover three hun&ed housad acres extending north of Charlton and sPreadhg across
south ofNorth Cobalt.

Haileltu.y had lo*ed d a suo, blocked by healy smoke fu maty d4s, but nwer lhought of aPproaching doom. At noon
on the fourth, a flre bell called all abla.bodied men to the railway station.

The men tried tteir hadest to stop tie fire frorn spreadirg; The
fire had by-passed the houses on the West Road. These were to bum in
another bush fire. Iftie wind had['t been so shon& the men would have
been successfirl in their eforts but it becme ar irnpossible task. Dsaster
struck at 4 p.m. A train \ras cming alcng md cut of the hydrart lines
that were laid across the tracks- Ndlrdly, the wder pumps were shut
down. The roofofdrc fth stdi@ was buming edb€rs which were gcing
dlrot€h the air ad towads the lake. As a r€sult, the rod cfthe Anglica
and Presbrterian churches, the Vcndme hotd- md the rof of the
warehouse werc set @ fre.

Now it was up to the telepiane girls to stay on the lines to wam
the residents to leave for safety. A dozen or so made it to Cobalt iI1 their
c7rs. Mo6t ofthe people made their way to the lakeshde at the south end
oftown Sparks were flying over their heads as they watched the town
being destroyed.

The 6re was south of North Cobalt by 8 p.m. It bumed into
Lcrain Valry. Mary people were bumed when they looked for shelter at
the dock warehouse. Unfortunately, it was the fou h building to bum.
Forry-three people died, eleven from Haileybury. Two people were
sheltered in the Rornel Catholic Calhedral but the intense heat maale it
collapse.
Finally, the fire was out. It bumed itselfout in the Lonain Valley. The
Great Fire had burned seven hundred homes and seventy-five businesses.
All that was left was seven{, houses and the high school. Three houses
miraculously esc4ed dre firc on Albert Street. People were devastated by
the loss.

Relief trains carrying fu and clodring reached the area within
fory-elghthours. Lumber was glven to people to build temporary shelters- The City ofToronto donated eighry-seven street cars
to the survivofi to be used as their homes until they could rebuild. Not long after, water was available. Some businessmen set
up their shops in temporary shelters. Irom the ashes, a town was beginning to emerge.

On a windy, warm day, the town had gone frorn prosperity to ruin within twenty-four hours. The Great Fire had taken
its toll but it hadn't won the battle. The fighting spirit of Haileybury's early settlers was not to be extinguished.

When I look at this beautiful little toum, it's hard to believe that this terrible incident happened. But ftom the ashes,
beautifirl parks, hees, and homes have appeared.

The Heritage Museum holds the memories a.d history ofthe Great Fire, one ofthe ten worst disasters in Canadian
history. This year marks the 75th anniversary ofthe Great lire of1q22. Be thar dll that the brave and courageous su&'lvo.s
ofthe flre chose to rebuild and give us back our town. I

Hoileybrry Fireman GeNais Sutherland.
A hero oJ the Great Fire of I 922.



was over. Before daybreak a snowfall blmketed tle chdred rernaifls ofthe infemo.
The mcrning ofOcober 5 revealed tle true devastdiqr ofthe Great Fire. Haileybury lay in an unrecognizable wasteland.

Seven hundred and t$qty-fve fanilies were now homeless with litde or no possessions. Eleven people in Haileybury lost their
lives including firefighter Gervais Sutherland who gave up his seat in an autornobile for the safety oftwo small children The
towEpeople would bury him as a hero ofthe fre.

One cfthe largest reliefcampaigns in Ontario soon begnt as trainloads ofblankets, tents, medicine supplies, food, and
clothing arrived from the T. Eaton Co., Simpson's, and the Canadian Red Cross. The Ciry ofToronto financially assisted with
a$25,000 dordion as did bcdr dre provincial and federal governmer s with their contributior of$100,000 On October 17, only
two weeks followifig the fre, the Toronto TrarNit Cornrnission sent 87 used streetcarc for temporary housing. Sixty went to
Haileybuy, ten to Nqth Cobalt, and drc rernaiDder we@ brought to ttrc cornmudties cfcharlton, Ihon oe, and Heaslip. A quarter
ofa million board feet oflumber would soon anive to help build l6 by 2o-foot hornes.

A repqt in December 1922 by &e hovincial Fire Marshall E. P. Heaton sumrnarized the tenible disaster. The Great
Firc ofl922 bumed 648 square miles, reached into eighteen tovr'nships, and affected the lives of 1,7,{4 famili€s. Six milion
ddlas cfproperty were 1o6t in the fftaen-hour blaze. Hailq,,bury residents alone incurred over balf the total loss. Every public
buildiDg in Haileybury bumed except the high school. Mraculously oriy 43 people died in a[ the corfi.rsion, tenor, and
severity ofthe 6re.

A majcr rebuilding etrort cane iD the summer of I 923. The sounds ofbanging harmers echoed throughout town as
new homes were erected and mrmicipal and government buildings were replaced. Nevertheless, Haileybury had lost sornething
fo mcre than its bricks and mortar. The ambiance ofculture and sophistication, its very heartbeat that made it unique fiom
many odrcrNortiern Ontario comrnunities, had vanished. Townspeople moved, businesses opened elsewhere, and in many
ways, Haileybury had Iost its lusre. History now tells us that the Great Firc of I 922 became the major tuming point in the
town's life.

Every October 4 holds special meaning for those living in tie Litde Clay Belt. It is a day to pa{se, reflect, and pay
homage to those who perished arld endured through one of Canada's worst drsasters, the Great lire of 1922. I

75TH, ANN VERSARY
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Noon - 8100 pm

8:00 a.m. - 5r00 p.m.

9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Saturday, October 4th, 1997

Thursday, October 2nd, 1997
Early Registalion al the Haileybury Heritage
Museum

Friday, October 3rd, 1997
Regishation at the Haileybury Heritage
Museum
Bus Tour oftle Westem Fire Rou&
Fire Bell Commernoration at the Haileybury
Fire Hall
Fire Survivors Parade
Rec€ption d Cobalt-Haileybury Curling Club

q:mbbr -noon- |
9:00 am - noon
9:00 am. - noon
Aftemoon
4:00 p.m. - 5:00 p m.

-Mordng' 9:00 a.m. - l:15 p.m.

Luseum
Bus Tour or mo -*. ire Route
Bus Tour ofHajleybury-Bucke Township
Free Time or local tours on your olvn
Cockails at the Haileybury Curling Club

Sunday, October 5th, 1 997

Church ofyour choice
Champagne Brunch at Curlirg Club

2i00p.m. - 4:00p.m. "Fire in the North" by Leslie
McFa ane at Classic Theafe

5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

7:30 p.m. -'

Fonnal Dinner
Survivors: hesentations and
Photographs
Entertainment
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